
 

RFP004.21 

MERRIMACK STREET DEVELOPMENT PARCELS  

4.5 ACRE DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT SITE 

HAVERHILL, MA 

The City of Haverhill is soliciting proposals for the purchase and development of a five- parcel site in 

the downtown Merrimack Street area. This offering is intended to provide a site that will be 

transformed into a significant redevelopment project that will provide economic benefits and vitality to 

a district that is in the midst of public and private reinvestment, while also providing a replacement 

parking deck that will serve the city’s needs for the foreseeable future.  

The offering consists of up to five parcels of City-owned land between Merrimack Street, Main Street, 

and Bailey Boulevard. The lots are listed by the City Assessor as 103-1-1, 103-1-6, 103-1-7 (Parcel 

A), 103-3-1A (Parcel B), and 103-2-2 Parcel C). The total combined offering is 4.49 acres, with a total 

assessed value of $5,003,500. The property is currently being used for access and parking that is 

leased by the City to nearby businesses. 

 

 



 

The City has been actively promoting the redevelopment of its riverfront and Downtown, creating a 

positive investment environment for mixed-use development. Among the key actions has been the 

establishment of innovative Waterfront Zoning, which provides bonus provisions for dense 

development that enhances public access and open space in concert with new uses. This area of the 

riverfront has been targeted for a range of uses that include distinctive retail, offices and restaurants, 

housing, and other uses. 

The redevelopment of these disposition parcels calls for the removal and replacement of the Goecke 

Parking Deck, which currently services a number of uses. Redevelopment may include a new shared 

used public parking garage. The City is prepared to work with a developer to seek sources of public 

and private funding and will consider partnering with a developer for the replacement parking facility 

and redevelopment of the infrastructure.  The city will consider working with the developer on other 

innovative means of redeveloping the infrastructure including establishing a DIF district, working with 

the MVRTA to relocate its bus station, applying for a MassWorks or other grant to assist in the 

redevelopment of the infrastructure.   

The City’s recently completed master plan, Vision Haverhill 2035, calls out the importance of 

Downtown and the riverfront to Haverhill.   

The City will consider proposals that require either all of the site or portions of the site as may be 

needed to create optimal development while meeting the criteria listed in this RFP. The City may also 

consider a phased development. The successful proponent must advance a specific development 

concept and demonstrate their capability and commitment to implementing that concept. The 

development concept must include measures to provide for replacement parking for the existing 

leased spaces and maintain key vehicle circulation and public access as described in the RFP. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The RFP document may be obtained starting on October 28, 2020 by sending an email to 

purchasing@cityofhaverhill.com containing “RFP004.21 Merrimack Street Development Parcels” in 

the subject line, and listing the name and contact information of the requester in the body. Proposals 

are due by 11:00 on Thursday, February 25, 2021. The City reserves the right to reject any and all 

proposals in whole  or in part and to waive  informalities  that are in the City’s best interests . The City 

also reserves  the right  to dispose  of all or portions  of the property , subject  to negotiations  with the 

preferred developer. 
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